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American Cancer Society, Make a Wish Foun-
dation, and other organizations. In addition, 
Phil is Co-Chairman of the South Florida 
Super Bowl Host Committee and has board 
positions with the Orange Bowl Committee 
and the Broward Workshop, a nonprofit orga-
nization that represents the interests of 100 
Broward businesses and professions. 

Mr. Speaker, it is my distinct honor and 
privilege to recognize Phil Smith on this spe-
cial occasion. His business leadership and 
commitment to the South Florida community is 
a testament to American entrepreneurship, 
and I can think of no one more deserving than 
Phil to be admitted to Nova Southeastern Uni-
versity’s Entrepreneur Hall of Fame. I am so 
pleased to pay tribute to my dear friend, and 
wish him great success for many years to 
come. 
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RECOGNIZING APRIL AS 
PARKINSON’S AWARENESS MONTH 

HON. CHRIS VAN HOLLEN 
OF MARYLAND 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 29, 2012 

Mr. VAN HOLLEN. Mr. Speaker, as a co- 
chair of the Congressional Caucus on Parkin-
son’s Disease, I am proud to join my col-
leagues in recognizing April as Parkinson’s 
Awareness Month. It is estimated that there 
are between 500,000 and 1.5 million Ameri-
cans living with Parkinson’s disease, a chron-
ic, progressive neurological disease, for which 
there is no therapy or drug to slow or halt its 
progression, let alone a cure. I support the 
federal government’s continued funding for re-
search to find better treatments and a cure for 
Parkinson’s. I also recognize the people living 
with Parkinson’s who participate in vital clinical 
trials to advance knowledge of this disease, 
and commend the dedication of local and re-
gional organizations, volunteers, and millions 
of Americans across the country working to 
improve quality of life for people living with 
Parkinson’s disease and their families. 
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CONCURRENT RESOLUTION ON 
THE BUDGET FOR FISCAL YEAR 
2013 

SPEECH OF 

HON. FORTNEY PETE STARK 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 28, 2012 

The House in Committee of the Whole 
House on the state of the Union had under 
consideration the bill (H. Con. Res. 112) es-
tablishing the budget for the United States 
Government for fiscal year 2013 and setting 
forth appropriate budgetary levels for fiscal 
years 2014 through 2022: 

Mr. STARK. Mr. Chair, the Republican 
budget proposal, very similar to their draco-
nian proposal from last year, fails the middle 
class, undermines our Nation’s values, and 
destroys the social safety net. It’s been said 
that this year’s Republican budget is ‘‘austerity 
on steroids.’’ I would call that an understate-
ment. 

In the name of deficit reduction, Repub-
licans would end the Medicare guarantee, put 

Social Security on the fast track to benefit 
cuts, and slash critical job-creating invest-
ments in education, infrastructure and basic 
research. These deep cuts do not even go to 
reduce the deficit. Instead, they are used to 
pay for massive tax cuts for the wealthy and 
to continue our out of control defense spend-
ing. The Republican budget will provide an av-
erage tax cut of $394,000 to people making 
over $1 million and increases defense spend-
ing. This budget is just a grab bag of failed 
right-wing ideas and it’s harmful to America’s 
future. 

Senior citizens and people with disabilities 
in Medicare get a particularly bad deal under 
the Republican proposal because their plan 
ends the guarantee of Medicare. Medicare 
beneficiaries would be given a voucher to try 
to obtain health care coverage from private in-
surers—there would be no guaranteed bene-
fits and whether one could afford coverage 
would depend on what is available in the mar-
ketplace. What’s more, the Republicans’ 
voucher is designed to diminish in value over 
time, placing a growing cost burden on senior 
citizens and people with disabilities in the fu-
ture. The Republican budget pays lip service 
to maintaining the traditional Medicare pro-
gram, but those words amount to nothing. Tra-
ditional Medicare would become increasingly 
expensive as those with high health needs 
tried to stay there. Eventually, it would go into 
a death spiral with costs far exceeding the 
premiums it could realistically charge. Medi-
care as we know it would be gone—another 
Republican gift to the private insurance indus-
try. 

In contrast, the Congressional Progressive 
Caucus has offered a balanced budget, enti-
tled the ‘‘Budget for All,’’ which strengthens 
Medicare and Social Security, protects the 
middle class, makes job-promoting invest-
ments for America’s future, reins in defense 
spending, and ensures everyone pays their 
fair share in taxes. It includes a number of my 
proposals, including closing tax loopholes that 
allow lobbyists and lawyers to avoid paying 
Medicare taxes and putting a price on carbon 
pollution to prevent catastrophic climate 
change. 

My constituents deserve a budget that ad-
dresses our Nation’s fiscal challenges, creates 
jobs, and protects Medicare and Social Secu-
rity. The Congressional Progressive Caucus 
does just that. I urge my colleagues to support 
the Progressive Budget for All and reject the 
failed ideas in the Republicans’ budget for the 
1 percent. 
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SEIZURE SMART AND EPILEPSY 
AWARENESS 

HON. JO ANN EMERSON 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 29, 2012 

Mrs. EMERSON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to speak about the millions who live with sei-
zures and deserve to be able to live, work, 
learn and play safely in their own commu-
nities. On April 3, representatives from around 
the country will be here on Capitol Hill meeting 
with our staff about epilepsy and what it’s like 
to live with this condition, which is the 3rd 
most prevalent neurological condition and yet 
has no cure. While I hope that research will 

one day result in a cure, we can do something 
very meaningful now—we can help school 
personnel know what to do when a child has 
a seizure in school. We can help employers 
know how to help an employee in the work-
force when he or she has a seizure, and com-
munities can learn to help keep both children 
and adults safe wherever they go by having 
trained first-responders. Many great programs 
have been developed and implemented over 
the years to help educate our communities 
and teach them how to be ‘‘Seizure Smart.’’ 
Together, with the help of a united public 
awareness campaign, we can help everyone 
to become seizure smart. We need to educate 
everyone about epilepsy and help everyone to 
know what to do when someone has a sei-
zure. When individuals from the Epilepsy 
Foundation come by to see your office on 
April 3, tell them that you are getting Seizure 
Smart and offer your support to House Reso-
lution 298. 
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HONORING JUSTIN VANHOOSE 

HON. BLAINE LUETKEMEYER 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 29, 2012 

Mr. LUETKEMEYER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to ask my colleagues to join me in con-
gratulating Justin VanHoose of the Kirksville 
High School Wrestling team for winning the 
Class 2 Missouri State Wrestling Champion-
ship in the 138-pound weight class. 

Mr. VanHoose and his coaches should be 
commended for all their hard work throughout 
the regular season and for bringing home the 
state title in the Class 2 138-pound weight 
class to his school and community. This win 
places him in a short, elite list of only 21 other 
Missouri wrestlers to have ever won four state 
titles. 

I ask that you join me in recognizing Mr. 
VanHoose for a job well done! 
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RECOGNIZING THE BILLINGS 
STATE CHAMPIONSHIP 

HON. BILLY LONG 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 29, 2012 

Mr. LONG. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to con-
gratulate the young gentlemen of the Billings 
Wildcats Boys Basketball Team for winning 
the Missouri Class 2 State Championship. 

The Wildcats have a philosophy built around 
teamwork and a desire to be champions. 
These talented young men, Kaleb Harter, 
Connor Jenisch, Nathan Blades, Brady 
Chastain, Austin Essick, Chad Yeokum, Daw-
son Meyer, Lane Truman, Sawyer Hawkins, 
and Seth Haggerman are the true definition of 
a team. Through their hard work and dedica-
tion they won the Missouri Class 2 State 
Championship. 

Coach Kendall Tilley and his talented 
coaching staff should be proud of their accom-
plishment in guiding such a phenomenal group 
of young men. I commend them all on a job 
well done. 

The Wildcats had a wild final with their op-
ponent rallying multiple times, but Billings held 
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